
Rough Crowd: Providence and Perspective (Gen45-50) 
 
1. God’s Providence (Gen45:5-8; 50:19,20) 
 A. What you meant for evil God meant for __________.  

1. Man intends evil (and Satan, see book of Job); God uses it for good to accomplish His plans! 
 *Romans8:28! 

  2. Example: The salvation of Jacob and his family, thus all Israel, thus the Messiah!  
3. God continues to fulfill His Promise to Abraham! Gen.12:1-3; and to Satan, Gen3:15! 
4. Acts4:24-28 – God’s Providence and Sovereignty to bring salvation to mankind! To the praise 
of His glory!  

 B. God’s Promised ____________ (46:1-4; 47:29-31; 49:28-33) 
  1. God’s promise: Gen12:1-3; 46:1-4 
  2. Jacob – don’t bury me in Egypt! 47:29-31; 49:28-33 
  3. Joseph – don’t leave my bones in Egypt! Gen50:24,25; Heb11:22 

4. Why is this literal land important? 2 Reasons:  
*God promised it to Abraham and his descendants forever!  
*When God delivered Israel from Egypt, what was the last plague? *death angel! 
 *The death angel would pass over Israel if it saw…the blood! Jn.1:29!!! 
*These point to the Promised Seed of Messiah! Isaiah9:2-7!!! 

 C. God’s Promised __________ (Gen46:15; 49:8-12, esp.vs.10; Isaiah9:2-7) 
  1. Leah was blessed above Rachel (more children, and in death – Gen49:31-32) 
   *Side-note: How many people have felt like they married the wrong person?  
   *Once married, God’s will! Jacob deeply loved Rachel, but God used/blessed Leah! 
  2. Judah’s line (Leah’s son) would bear the scepter (49:10) 
  3. Judah… David… Messiah (Is.9:2-7; Col2:13-15) 
 
2. God’s Perspective (Gen50:19,20)  

A. Why should God’s Providence or Sovereignty matter to us in ______________ or painful times?  
1. GOD’S _________________ helps enable us to endure and walk with joy! Heb12:2-3 
2. GOD’S _________________ helps enable us to forgive those who have wronged us!  

Ex. Joseph! And Jesus on the Cross!  
3. GOD’S _________________ helps enable us to live by faith! Hab2:4 
4. GOD’S _________________ helps enable us to live our lives on His mission! 
 *We understand what is happening in the world around us. Joseph/famine; America… 
 *We understand eternity! *All people don’t go to heaven! Acts17:30; Rev21:8 
 *We understand God has brought a Savior, a Deliverer for our sins! Gal.3:15-24!! 

B. I can see clearly now!!! Ask God His _________________ on your trials, difficulties, situation! 
1. Have you ever looked through smoky glass? Or, the early dawn, as the Light comes up, things 
become clear and they are different than you once thought? 
2. The Joseph story is full of trials, struggles and pain; as is the Jesus story! 
3. Christmas/Incarnation would not be possible without the Joseph story! Christmas is the climax 
of the Promised Seed from God to save the world! Luke2:8-10 
4. What about your story? Do you see where you fit into God’s big picture of Jesus? Do you see 
all the pain and struggle in your life He is working for good to use you for His mission and His 
glory? Are you looking at everything from your perspective or God’s?! 


