
Rough Crowd: Parents and the Pit; Genesis37 
 
1. Background to the Story of Joseph 
 A. Is this story really about Joseph? 
  1. Gen3:15, Messiah; 12:1-3,Abram; 26:23-24, Isaac; 35:9-12, Jacob; then goes to Judah 
  2. This story is really about Jacob and Judah and God’s plan for Messiah (45:7,8) 
 B. But, God uses __________ in a powerful way in this greater story of Messiah 

C. The ___________ is much greater than “my life” or “your life”; yet, God can use us in mighty ways 
in The Story of Salvation! *1Tim1:15,16 – Paul’s example 
D. We, as Joseph, will face rough crowds we must ___________ as we join Him in His Salvation Plan 
 1. First, He wants to draw us out of the rough crowd of those in darkness – salvation; Col1:13,14 
 2. Second, He wants to use us to draw others out; for this is the Master Plan! More on this later… 

 
2. The Parents: Genesis37:1-11 (read) 
 A. The favorite wife and favorite son (37:3) 
  *___________ was the favorite wife, he worked 14 yrs for; Joseph her firstborn after many years 
 B. The “coat of many colors”: full length robe, beautiful, expensive, extraordinary (vs.18) 
 C. Favoritism in the ____________ 
  1. The danger of favoritism (37:4) *Ja2:1-5 

*favoritism because of status, wealth, abilities; in family this could be athleticism, good 
grades, multi-talented, good job, good at everything VS. the opposite… 

  2. Navigating divorce and remarriage (Rachel and Leah, concubines and their kids and today) 
   *God does not endorse polygamy; notice consequences; description vs. prescription 
   *Divorce and remarriage can end up a lot like Jacob’s family and favoritism… 
 
3. The Pit: Genesis37:18-28 (read) 
 A. The _____________ of Joseph’s brothers 

1. Joseph’s arrogance – 37:2 (tattle tale); his dreams, even though it was God’s will being 
revealed 37:5-11; at least after first dream he should’ve been smart enough to keep quiet! 

  2. Years of hatred and jealousy: 37:4; 37:8,11; 37:18-20 (murder and slavery) 
   *Bitterness, strongholds, hatred don’t happen overnight = time does NOT heal!!! 
 B. Navigating hatred and its __________________ 
  1. The danger of holding on to past hurts: Eph4:25-27; Cain and Abel (Gen4:4-8)*1Jn3:15! 

2.Facing hatred ______________…the way Jesus did 
*Jesus’ words: Matt5:43-48; 18:21-22 – 70x7… 

   *Jesus’ example: Matt18:23-35 -  parable of 2 servants and their debts 
    *vs.24: Talent: 15yrs wages, so 10,000 x 15yrs wages 
    *vs.28: denari: 1days wage, so a little over 3 months wages 
    *My story with this passage in Martinsburg, PA; would help me in yrs of ministry 
   *Paul’s words: Rom12:14-21; never pay back evil for evil, leave room for God’s ______ 
   *We are to overcome evil by doing ________. Heaps “fire” or shame on him/her… 
 C. God uses pain and __________ for His Master Plan! 2Cor1:3-5! 
  1. Why did Jonah flee to Tarsus, directly away from where God wanted him to go? 
  2. The forgiveness we have been given is the power and motivation for us to forgive others! 

3. Unforgiveness only hurts us and puts a block in our relationship w/ Christ; total unforgiveness 
is a sign and evidence we are not truly born-again – if we don’t forgive, God won’t forgive us 
4. Finally, look again at Jesus’ example on the cross – Example: missionaries to Auca Indians 

 
***Respond: All of us, deal with the hurts and pains our recent and distant past – forgive from the heart! 


