
Greater: Stop the Flop (Hebrews12:1-4) 
 
1. The Race of Faith 
 A. God’s _____________ to run: 1Cor9:24-27 
  1. Run (Heb.12)– Gk. where we get agony/not hobby; marathon, grueling race to win (Amos6:1)  
  2. Paul’s example of the Olympians: do whatever it takes, w/in the rules to win! 
  The preparation, work, focus/determination, and prize (vs.25-27) *NOT order, way of life! 

B. Our ______________ of Christ: Phil.3:12-14 
  1. The gut-wrenching will to win (vs.12-14) 
   *Press on: Gk. an aggressive, energetic pursuit, lit. every muscle, all our might 
   *But one thing: Gk. total single-minded, impassioned focus 
  2. Christ is our prize! (vs.7,8) ***ONE focus, ONE goal, ONE pursuit, ONE treasure!!!!!!! 

*Deny yourself, take up cross, follow Me! *Psalm73:25! 
 
2. Stop the Flop (vs.1) 
 A. The ________ and encouragement of the witnesses (vs.1a) *NOT watching you, but how they lived! 
  *They had failures, but they never quit, they laid down their lives for God’s will, by faith! 
 B. Throwing off the __________ (vs.1b)  
  1. The encumbrance: a bulk or mass; consider weight and excess clothes in a race 
   *What diverts our attention/our heart; weighs us down, dampens love for Christ? 
   *Context: Judaistic legalism, their culture of how they grew up and were taught 
   *Jews/Gentiles: our racism today, our whiteness or blackness, or how we grew up… 
   *It’s not that it’s necessarily bad, but what it does to weigh us down 
  2. The sin: Gk. definite article, “the” a particular sin – What is it? Heb3:12 - ______________ 
 C. Run with ______________ 
  *Endurance: Gk. steady determination to keep going, even in agony, pain (2Cor12:9,10) 
 
3. Look Away to Christ (vs.2-4) 
 A. Look ___________ to Christ (vs.2a) 
  1. Does not mean to try real hard not to look at the things of the world that distract us. 
  2. Fixing: Gk. look away to Jesus (Col.2:20-3:4; Matt.6:33) 

*NOT, I can’t do this or that, but I set my heart and mind on Christ to continually seek 
Him w/ all that I am, throwing off what hinders me – for He is my life! 
*Make the priority of your life to love Christ w/ all your heart! (Henry Blackaby) 

  3. The author/the pioneer, originator and perfecter – the finisher to completion, of our faith! 
 B. The ______________ of Jesus (vs.2b) 

1. Jesus endured the cross, despised the shame for the joy set before Him – glorifying the Father 
by finishing the work of salvation and the exaltation w/ the Father in heaven! (Phil2:8-11) 
2. So we run to glorify God in the great commission, knowing He will reward us!  
3. The encouragement of Jesus’ example (2b-3) *He was victorious over Satan and death itself 
and He is in us! He did it w/ joy! AND, look what He endured!!! 

  4. Compare yourself to Jesus (vs.4) *How do you compare to what He faced and endured? 


