
Vision22: God Does Great Things in Dark Times 
 
1. God Does Great Things in Dark Times 
 A. God-sized acts require God’s ___________ not man’s strategies (1:10; 2:8,17-18,20) 
  1. Nehemiah understood who commanded him and who was doing the work 
  2. Consider Moses and Egypt; Israel in the wilderness (food/water); David/Goliath 
 B. God does great things for the __________ of His name! (6:15,16) 
  1. The darker the time, the more impossible the situation, the more glory God receives! 
  2. Why did God only allow Gideon 300 men and no weapons? What about Joshua and Jericho? 

C. Consider these examples: Moses and Egypt; the church in Acts; Saul/Paul’s conversion; Calvary and 
the empty tomb! *What about Martin Luther, Whitefield, Wesley, John Huss etc. all fought against false 
church! 

 
2. God Always Works Through His People 
 A. God’s __________ is always to use His people 
  1. This is the testimony of all Scripture; and the impossible growth of the church 
  2. God raises people up for what He is doing! *Esther and Nehemiah’s positions; *Joseph/Egypt 

3. He wants us to know Him: How do you come to know God as Shepherd, Shield, Stronghold, 
Strength; Savior? (I have specific examples in my life of these, I know Him in this way!) 

 B. Characteristics of the people God uses: (notice no strategies of men here, see these in all Bible) 
  1. God uses people who ______ (1:4-6) *Daniel and Hudson Taylor, David Brainerd, Jesus! 
   *Hudson Taylor, in own conversion, learned that God moves men by prayer!  

*Jer33:3! 2Chron7:14! 
  2. God uses people who seek Him with all their _____ and obey His Word (10:29; Jer29:11-13) 
   *You can’t separate seeking, loving and obeying God from His Word! 
  3. God uses people who walk by _______ 1:11; 4:14; Hab2:4; *Heb.11 – always requires this! 
   *Faith means you are trusting God for something greater than is possible with man! 
  4. God uses people who will _________ (4:6,15-18) 
   1. They had to work and fight! No cell phones, no power equipment  
   2. Proverbs calls fools lazy and complacent; God never uses these kinds of people! 
  5. God uses people who will work _____________ (4:19-20; Phil1:27-28) 
   1. United we stand, divided we fall; grumbling, complaining, division grieves the Spirit 
   2. God uses the illustration of an army and a body for a reason – Unity! 
  6. God uses people who are willing to _______for His mission (4:15-23) 
   1. Jesus and the Apostles… (Acts21:13) 
   2. Greatest century of missions – 1800’s, months on boats, no internet, cell phones, etc. 
    *They relied on the power of God and were ready to die for the gospel! 
    *James Gribble to the CAR; William Borden: No reserve; No retreat; No regrets! 
   3. The church in Africa was literally built on the bones of missionaries; avg life sp: 6mn 
 
3. God is Doing Great Things Today! 
 A. We live in dark times, but this is the opportunity for God to show His power! 
 B. Look at what God has already done here! (consider the last 2 years!) 
  1. It’s taken prayer, faith, seeking God, work, being uncomfortable, change... 
  2. He is calling us on further and deeper to join Him, it will cost everything! Will you join me? 
  3. Why would we do this?  
 


