
Living in Light of His Return: Comfort in the Face of Death 
1Thessalonians4:13-18 

 
1. ________________ in the Face of Death (4:13) 
 A. Those who are asleep: those who have died in Christ 
  1. Asleep – Gk. verb means continually falling asleep, believers were continually dying 
  2. There is no such thing as “soul sleep”- the dead are in a state of unconscious existence 
 B. Paul informs them of the truth so that they do not grieve as those with no hope 
  1. Absent from the body is consciously present with the Lord (2Cor.5:8) 
  2. Examples: Luke23:43(thief on cross); Matt.17:3(Moses and Elijah); Rev.6:9-10(martyrs) 

3. The lost have no hope, they wonder, but have no full assurance, so there is despair, they will 
have a conscious eternal judgment in hell (Luke16:19-31) 
4. Paul teaches them on the Rapture to give them comfort and hope in the face of death! 

 
2.  The ________________ of the Rapture Brings Steadfast Assurance in the Face of Death (vs.14-15a) 
 A. The Death of Christ (vs.14a) *the debt is paid in full! 1Cor15:3; Gal.3:13; 2Cor5:21 
 B. The Resurrection of Christ (vs.14b) *Proof to us - Acts17:30,31; Rom3:26; John14:19; 1Cor6:14 
  * “even so”(vs.14) links Jesus’ resurrection to ours! 
 C. The Word of Christ (vs.15a) *Jesus had given Paul this revelation (Gal.2:2; 1Cor.15:51) 
  *There is nothing else with such a rock solid foundation as the Rapture! 
 
3.  The ____________ of Those in the Rapture Brings Steadfast Assurance in the Face of Death (vs.15b) 
 A. Two groups in the Rapture: those who died in Christ; those still alive in Christ when He comes 
  *If you are truly in Christ, then your eternity is secure! Christ is coming for you! 
 B. Paul was ready for this to happen in his lifetime (“we”) *Matt.25:13; wise/foolish virgins 
 
4. The _________________ of the Rapture Brings Steadfast Assurance in the Face of Death (vs.16-17) 
 A. The order matters: The 2 or distinct – Rapture (4:13-17), then the Day of the Lord (5:1-11) 
  1. Rapture focuses on Christ coming for believers; 2nd Coming, Christ judging the wicked 

2. Revelation: 1st 3 chapters, church used 19 times; chp.6-18 used 0; Rev3:10 – I will keep you 
from, I will prevent you from entering into “the hour of testing to come on the whole world” 
3. Rev3:11a – I am coming quickly, focuses on the imminence of His return, at any moment! 
4. This interval in Revelation is where the believers’ accounting takes place (2Cor.5:10) 
5. Paul wants them to know, though they suffer now Jesus is coming for them and later to judge 
the wicked; they have NOT missed the Rapture, here is how it will happen! 

 B. First, the Lord Himself will come for us; 2nd Coming is the angels (Mk.13:26-27) 
 C. Second, Jesus will descend from heaven (1Thes1:10; Acts7:56) 
 D. Third, Jesus comes with a shout and command – military, commander calling His troops to fall in 
  *Like Lazarus in Jn.11:43 and in the call in John5:25 
 E. Fourth, the voice of an archangel will join Jesus’ voice 

F. Fifth, Added to these is the trumpet of God (1Cor.15:52) *given to assemble God’s people and a 
signal of deliverance – the time here is over! We will be with the Lord forever!!! 
G. Sixth, the dead in Christ rise first; those who die first are not inferior; death cannot separate us from 
being in the Lord (Rom8:38; 14:8) 
H. Seventh, those believers alive at this time are “caught up” or Raptured in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. *Caught up – strong irresistible, even violent act, taking by force (Matt.11:12; Jn10:12, 28-29) 
I. Caught up – this is when we are changed, transformed into glorified bodies! (Phil3:21; 1Cor15:52) 

 
 
 
 



5. The ________________ of the Rapture is for Comfort and Direction When We Face Death (vs.18) 
 A. Why does all this matter?  How does this comfort us and give us steadfast hope and assurance? 

1. Consider Corrie ten Boom; did not believe in Rapture due to unbelievable suffering during 
the holocaust, but that was the wrath of man, NOT God! Wrath is coming! 
2. Why did Jesus leave the earth after the resurrection? John14:1-3 

B. God does not promise we won’t face pandemics or persecution… 
*He actually promises we will face it (2Tim3:12); but He does promise He will save us from His 
wrath that is coming. No matter what we face persecution or pandemic, Christ is coming for us at 
any moment, and we will be with our loved ones, we will see them in the air and we will be with 
them and the Lord forever! 

 C. Can you imagine what it’s going to be like when Jesus descends into the clouds and calls us home?! 
1. Think of loved ones already asleep; this is the blessed hope and the hope of His calling… 
2. God has spelled this out distinctly so we know it is true and clear – this is so that we have 
steadfast assurance, hope and comfort in the face of death! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* “the sequence of events at Christ’s coming following the Tribulation demands a pretribulational Rapture 
(rapture before the Great Tribulation). A comparing and contrasting of Rapture passages with Second Coming 
passages yields strong indicators that the Rapture could not be postribulational. For example, (a) at the 
Rapture, Christ gathers His own (vv.16-17 of the present passage), but at the Second Coming, angels gather the 
elect (Matt24:31); (b) at the Rapture, resurrection is prominent (vv15-16 of the present passage), but regarding 
the Second Coming, Scripture does not mention the resurrection; (c) at the Rapture, Christ comes to reward 
believers (v. 17 of the present passage), but at the Second Coming, Christ comes to judge the earth (Matt25:31-
46); (d) at the Rapture, the Lord snatches away true believers from the earth (vv.15-17 of the present passage), 
but at the Second Coming, He takes away unbelievers (Matt24:37-41); (e) at the Rapture, unbelievers remain 
on the earth, whereas at the Second Coming, believers remain on the earth; (f) concerning the Rapture, 
Scripture does not mention the establishment of Christ’s kingdom, but at His second coming, Christ sets up His 
kingdom; and (g) at the Rapture, believers will receive glorified bodies, whereas at the Second Coming, no one 
will receive glorified bodies.” (John MacArthur; commentary on 1and2 Thessalonians) 


