
Living in Light of His Return: The Crown of Rejoicing pt.2 
1Thessalonians2:13-20 

 
1. Recap from Last Week: 
 A. The Crown of ____________: vs.19-20 *this is people who have come to Christ 
 B. Getting the __________ (my opinion from God’s Word) 
  1. Andrew with Peter  2. Matthew with tax collector friends… 
 C. 2 Keys to ______________ from Paul’s personal example with the Thessalonians (Phil.3:17) 
  1. Preach the gospel (Rom.1:16; 1Cor1:21) 
  2. Love people, imparting our very lives – like a Mother and like a Father 
 
2. Obstacles to Obtaining the Crown/people coming to Christ (vs.13-16) 
 A. How do people _________ God’s Word? (vs.13,14) *a time of many gods and religions… 
  1. Lit. reception and accepted (transfer from mind to heart) the word as out from God 
  2. performed its work in you: lit. to work effectively, efficiently and productively, supernaturally 

3. Proof: the change, became imitators of the churches, having recently heard the gospel, faced 
persecution for Christ and had forever turned from idols to serve the living God (1:9) 

 B. Persecution (vs.15-16) 
1. We have to face it in winning the lost – consider: the crucified Jesus when He came to save us; 
mankind has continued to try to snuff out God’s people and the message for 2000 years! 

  2. It is motivated by Satan (vs.18, he is working behind the scenes) *Eph6:12 
  3. It is done to silence Christians from speaking the gospel so that people can be saved(vs.16) 
*Persecutors’ job is to silence Christians from speaking the gospel; when Christians are silent with the 
gospel, we are identifying with those who kill Christians and killed Jesus. (Insanity of God, Nik Ripken) 
 C. Examples: 
  1. The Jews: vs.14; Thessalonians accepted God’s Word, Jews tried to silence it; Matt.23:31-35 

2. The Scriptures: Acts4:12; 4:18-20; 5:19-21; 5:40-42 
3. The Insanity of God: Christians all over the world face suffering for the gospel, to silence it 

  4. Conversion Therapy Laws in Canada, today 
   1. The Scriptures are clear: Gen1:27; 2:24; 1Cor.6:9-10 
   2. We stand in solidarity with pastors all over Canada and the U.S. to proclaim the truth  
 D. Why do we preach a message so _____________? (vs.16) 
  1. Why not just let people do whatever they want and say nothing? 

2. Consider: watching someone drown; an elevator come down on 2 children; man rescuing girl 
who fell asleep in her car on train tracks – she resisted but he was trying to save her! 
3. So that they may be saved – we love them!  *Galatians3:10; Acts17:30,31; Rom.6:23 

  4. The outcome of the religious persecutors (Jews in text)– God’s wrath (16b) 
  *The end of vs.16 is in aorist tense, so Paul expresses it as if had already happened – doomed! 
*They hate the gospel and they resent it being preached to others so they may be saved; so they were hostile 
to all men and hindered those with the truth from speaking; this is exactly what we see today with conversion 
therapy laws and “hate” speech (confronting sin)! ***So how do we overcome this?!!! 
 
3. Overcoming the Obstacles to the Crown (vs.17-20) 
 A. Love for the ____ (2:7-8; Luke16:9) – for love, we leverage all we have, our very lives to win them! 
 B. Love for __________________ (2:17-20) 

1. Paul deeply loved the Thessalonians; brethren – term of endearment, expressing heartfelt 
affection; “had been taken away” – lit. to be torn away from; “see your face”-intimate 
communication with them; see also 3:1 
2. They deeply loved Paul (3:6; Acts20:36-38) 
3. This is key because Satan will be seeking to hinder this relationship; “hinder” a military term 
that means to dig a trench or tear up a rode, used to hinder military opponent (2:18) 



 C. Love for _____________ (2:19b) *in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming… 
1. Jesus spoke again and again in the gospels about the importance of His servants being about 
His work, using all He had given them for the mission, and being ready for His return, so that 
when He returned there would be joy, and we would hear Him say, Well done good and faithful 
servant, come and enter into the joy of your Master. 
2. Love for Christ will overcome all obstacles and barriers in this life, knowing the joy that will 
come when we see His face! (2Cor5:14,15; Phil.3:7-8) 


