
Living in Light of His Return: The Example of Genuine Salvation 
1Thessalonians chapter 1 

 
1. Introduction to Book: 
A. Importance of Thessalonica: Largest and most important city in Roman province of Macedonia; thriving 
seaport; greatest asset was its location along Egnatian Way, major East-West highway of Roman Empire – for 
Christianity to settle here, meant it would spread across the earth. 

*This brought great persecution from Satan and his army! (Acts17:1-10) 
B. Focus of book: Doctrine of last things as a matter of comfort for the church so that they do not lose their joy 
and hope in the midst of persecution. 

*1Thess.1:2-5; 2:7-8,11-12,17-20; 3:1-12; 4:1-12; 2Thess.1:3-4,11-12; 2:13-14,16-17; 3:516,18 
C. Eschatology in book: Each chapter ends with focus of Jesus’s return; 1:10; 2:19; 3:12,13; 4:16-17; 5:23-24 
D. Themes in book 
 1. The coming of Christ 
 2. Persecution and suffering of the saints (1:6; 2:1-2; 2:14-17; 3:1-10) 
  *Look to the future when God makes all things new 
  *Don’t fall away from the truth under the pressure of affliction 
 3. The need for believers to walk in holiness and blamelessness (2:10; 3:5, 13; 4:3-7; 5:6,22,23) 
  *Peter also speaks of this in light of Christ’s return (2Pe3:10-15) 
 
2. Living in Light of His Return: The Example of Genuine Salvation 
A. Paul’s___________________ in their salvation 
 1. Notice his words: 1:1 (“in”); 1:4; 1:6-7 
 2. Paul could not see their heart, but he could see the evidence of salvation (Matt.7:15-21) 

3. Salvation is the life of God in the soul of man! (1:1) Paul taught believers salvation is not just 
believing facts about Jesus, but being in Him and He in them! (Gal.2:20; Jesus - John15:5,8) 

B. Evidence of ________________ condition – 1:3 (present day sanctification) 
1. Faith that worked; Gk. refers to the deed or achievement; faith produces godly works. Ja2:18-22 
2. Labor that loved: Gk. looks at effort, weary toil done to exhaustion – motivated by love! Matt5:44; 
1Peter1:22; 1Jn2:10; 3:14 – AND, consider the great commandments! 
3. Hope that remained steadfast: Gk. endurance, staying under pressure; the believer’s hope is anchored 
in Jesus Christ (1Jn.5:4-5), and grows stronger throughout his/her life (Prov4:18); and is secured by 
Christ as He stands guard over His own (Heb.7:25)  

C. Evidence of __________ conversion (justification to sanctification) 1:5-10 
1. Gospel power to transform their lives (1:5, 9) *it was not mere words, not just praying a prayer, Holy 
Spirit power turned them from idols (1Cor.4:20; 2Cor5:17) 
 *decisive break and redirection of entire life; new allegiance; willing slaves of Christ! 
2. Genuine imitation of Jesus (1:6) *salvation power continued in bringing sanctification to live like 
Jesus; Gk. imitate means to mimic; Eph.4:22-24; 1Pe1:2; 1Jn2:5,6 
3. Joyful endurance in tribulation (1:6b)*Gk. tribulation means intense pressure, great suffering; joy 
from the Holy Spirit continues (Rom14:17; Gal.5:21) 

 4. Examples of godly behavior (1:7) *Gk.example means exact reproduction, to all believers 
5. Evangelistic fervor that spread everywhere (1:8-9a)*Gk. sounded forth means to blast forth, very 
intensely; they were proclaiming the gospel everywhere they went, to the point people were telling Paul 
about them! 

D. Joy and Comfort at Christ’s ____________ *Phil3:20-21 
 1. Paul: 1Thess2:19,20 – knowing they were truly born-again brought Paul exceeding joy! 

2. Thessalonian Church – 2 Things brought joy and comfort in the midst of great persecution: the 
coming of the Lord Jesus and the fact they knew they were saved from the wrath to come! 


