
Christmas Changes Everything: The Comfortable, Convenient Life 
Matthew1:18-25; Luke2:1-7 

 
1. Jesus Made Life Uncomfortable and Not Convenient for Mary and Joseph 
 A. Mary (unwed woman) is ______________ with Jesus (Matt.1:18-25; Luke1:38) 
  1. Joseph’s response: betrothed, legally married, but not consummated yet; seeks a divorce 

2. Gossip and shame in the community (small town Nazareth) 
  3. Public example/disgrace: Law gave legal right to be stoned to death for this type of adultery 
  4. Mary’s response: Luke1:38  
 B. Mary is having Jesus in a cave full of ____________ (Luke2:1-7) 
  1. The 70 mile trip to Bethlehem at full term, on a donkey! Talk about uncomfortable! (vs.4,5) 
  2. No room in the Inn, had to go to a cave where animals were kept and give birth! (vs.7) 
  3. Jesus in a manger – literally a feeding trough, your first child, and the Messiah! (vs.7) 

4. Greatest birth and baby of all time, no one knew, no angels or fanfare there, only silence, 
except for the smell and noise of animals! (vs.6-7) 

 C. Consider Jesus…His ____________ 
1. He leaves the glory of heaven for earth?! Becomes a helpless baby?! Born to a poor family, 
born in a cave full of animals, placed in a feeding trough?! Is this comfortable?! Convenient?! 
2. How did His life continue? In obscurity until He was 30, then slander, humiliation and death! 
3. John1:1-5,11, 14; Phil.2:6-8 

 D. Consider Jesus… His _______ 
1. Luke2:34,35 – He was born to bring the fall and rise of many, to be opposed and to bring a 
sword of truth to reveal the truth of the thoughts in people’s hearts – wickedness. 
 *How many people like this to happen to them? 
2. This speaks of Israel’s rejection, hatred and crucifixion of Christ, AND, that Mary would 
endure great grief watching her Son be brutally murdered. 

 
2. Christmas/Christ Changes Everything 
 A. The _____________________of God’s blessing on His people 
  1. We looked at Mary and Joseph and Jesus, think of the book of Job… 

2. Intimacy with God means change, trials, persecution, difficulties and hardships, NOT being 
comfortable and at ease, in turn, all was given to exalt Christ and do His mission 
3. 2Cor.11:23-27; 12:7-10; 1Peter4:14; think of the other Apostles… 

 B. The ______________________ of what it means to follow God/Christ 
  1. Luke14:25-27, 33 – it costs __________________! 
  2. John14:21 – loving Christ means to _________ Him! 
  3. 1Peter1:13-16 – God saved you so you would obey Christ and be ___, not worldly and selfish 
 C. Then who would want to __________ Christ??? 

1. Psalm 73; the Psalmist is upset because it seems he suffers and the wicked do not, but then he 
remembers their end; 1Peter4:17-18; 2Thess1:7-9 
2. How great a salvation! 1Peter1:17-19; 1Thess1:10; 1Peter1:3-7  

 D. Are we a Church or a _________________? 
1. You cannot stay the way you are and follow Christ!  

  2. Why are we here? 
   *Ex. Methodist “Church” from Friday night in Delaware… 
   *Ex. Shooting at Michigan school… 
  3. What is missing from the Nativity scene? Poop, smells, sounds – life! Life is messy, smelly! 

*The stable is clean where there are no oxen… 
*There was nothing comfortable, nor convenient about Christmas, nor Jesus! 

 
 



Questions to consider this Christmas: 
 
***Are we so wrapped up in all the excess traditions, of Christmas, though some good, that we have tried to 
make it comfortable for us and missed Christ and His call on our lives, the reason He came? 
 
***Are we so wrapped up in all the excess traditions of “Christianity” though some good, that we have tried to 
make Jesus and His Church comfortable for us and missed the reason Christ saved us and has us here on earth? 
 
***Have we made Christmas clean, neat and comfortable like our Nativity sets? Or, do we allow these things of 
Christmas to remind us the One who created the universe; who all the angels bow in fear and adoration; King of 
all kings to whom all mankind will bow, who is the GREAT I AM; this One came as a poor helpless infant, to 
live, die on a cross and rise again to save us from our sins! 


