
James: A Faith that Walks pt.6 
Taming the Tongue – James 3:1-12 

 
1. Power of the Tongue (vs.1-4) 
 A. Power to ___________ – 3:1-2a 
  1. Teachers of God’s word are held to a higher standard and judgment than others 
  2. This means all, Sunday school, preachers, etc. – those who publicly teach God’s word 
  3. “we all stumble in many ways” – no one is beyond sinning 
  4. Heb.13:17; 2Tim2:15; Acts20:26-27: It is a serious thing to be a preacher; quote… 
 B. Power to ___________ – 3:2b-4 
  1. Examples: Horses and ships… 
  2. Bridle the tongue is to show/prove maturity in Christ (1Pe2:21-23) 
  3. How can this be? What controls the tongue, that controls our whole life? (Matt.15:18,19) 
   *So, if the Holy Spirit has control of our words, He has control of our __________! 
 C. Power to __________ and to Change 
  1. How many people, marriages, churches and nations have been destroyed by words? 
  2. How do you respond when there is conflict? Do you leave it undone? 
  3. Eph4:29-30 – do your words bring grace and the power to change/heal? 
 
2. Potential of the Tongue (vs.5-8) 
 A. Potential to ___________ 
  1. “World of iniquity”; or, a system of wickedness with far reaching potential for disaster 
  2. Example: our government – how many lies have been told for agendas; how many have died? 
  3. What also always comes with fire? Smoke. It permeates and lingers for years to come! 

4. “sets on fire the course of our life” *lies, filthy language, false accusations this affects our 
lives and destroys others. 
5. “set on fire by hell” *place prepared for Satan, refers to being used as his tool for evil! 
*How many marriages and churches have been destroyed this way?!!! Gossips and God-haters, 
…sowing discord 

 B. Potential to _____________ 
  1. Consider all the animals man has tamed, but not the tongue – it is wild and savage! 

2. “restless evil” Gk. unstable, refers to a wild animal fighting fiercely against restraints of 
captivity; what happens when you back an animal into a corner?! 

 
3. Principles for Taming the Tongue (vs.9-12) 
 A. Principle 1: find the _____________ or root of the Issue 

1. James example: Fig tree and a fountain…(vs.9-12) 
2. An abuse problem is a heart problem (Jer17:9; Matt.15:18,19) 

 B. Principle2: Through the _________ of the Lord one departs from evil. 
*Rev21:8; 1Tim1:8-11; Matt12:36,37 – lying is an abomination to God and is hell to pay! 

C. Principle3: Remember the ______, God crushed His Son (Is53:10) so you could be forgiven and free! 
*Jesus had to go to the cross to pay for your lies, angry and hateful words, gossip, filthy and 
coarse words, even being careless with what you say!!! (Is.53:5,6) 

 D. Principle4: God opposes the __________ and gives grace to the humble. (Ja4:6,10) 
 
 


